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Abstract:

This study addresses the phenomenon of violence against wives in Morocco

as a multifaceted social issue that encompasses legal, psychological, social, and
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economic dimensions. It highlights the gap between advanced legal texts and the
limited practical reality of effective protection. Despite the 2011 Moroccan
Constitution, which guarantees equality between men and women and the right
to physical and moral safety, and the adoption of the 2004 Family Code along
with modern criminal laws, including Law 103.13 of 2018, wives continue to
suffer from various forms of psychological, economic, physical, and sexual
violence. These forms of violence are difficult to deter or prove due to weak legal
and institutional mechanisms and the absence of effective preventive protection
after complaints are filed.

The study focuses on the main legal and social challenges that hinder
effective protection, such as difficulties in proof, the requirement of filing
complaints in certain sensitive crimes, weak enforcement of the Family Code
provisions, and the lack of follow-up and protection mechanisms for victims after
filing a complaint. To address these gaps, the study recommends comprehensive
reforms, including the explicit criminalization of marital rape, expanding means of
evidence to include digital proof, amending the Family Code to guarantee the
rights of non-working wives, tightening penalties for eviction from the marital
home, and strengthening protection and follow-up when the wife returns home.
Additionally, the study calls for legal and social awareness programs, continuous
training for judges and judicial staft, and the establishment of a national
observatory to monitor violence against wives. These reforms aim to ensure
effective family justice, restore the dignity of wives, and provide comprehensive
legal and social protection.

Keywords: Violence against wives, psychological, physical, and sexual
violence, Moroccan law and Family Code, legal protection and evidence, family

justice.
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